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R 091230Z MAY 78 
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AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JERUSALEM 01330 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDEV, PBRO, IS, JP 

SUB J : NEW ROAD LINKING WEST BANK SETTLEMENTS 

1 . ARABIC PRESS REPORTS MAY 9 OPENING OF NEW ROAD FROM 
BATHLEHEM AREA TO THE DEAD SEA. FORTY KILMOETER ROAD, 

FINANCED BY JEWISH NATIONAL FUND, REPORTEDLY FOLLOWS 
ROUTE: NAHAL TEKOAH, JORDANIAN POLICE POST 
(UNIDENTIFIED), MITZPE SHALEM, 'EN GEDI. ANOTHER 

ROAD LINKING TEKOAH WITH GUSH ETZION IS REPORTEDLY 
PLANNED. 

2. COMMENT: INCLUSION OF MITZPE SHALEM SUGGESTS 
ROUTE FOLLOWS WADI DARGA (SEE SURVEY OF ISRAEL 1:250,000) 

RATHER THAN EITHER OF TWO ALTERNATE SOUTHERN ROUTES. 

IF SO, THEN THIS IS THE ROUTE OF THE LATE BISHOP PIKE'S ILL-FATED 
EXCURSION. WE SHALL BE CONFIRMING EXACT ROUTE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
KRUSE 
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